Mrs. James B, Taylor, Jr.,
770 Park Avenue,
New York City

Dear Mrs. Taylor:

The Founder Members and Members of the Council of The Wings Club at the
time of your husband's death were:

- Lt. Comdr. Allan W. Ames, U.S.N.R. Wellesley Laud-Brown
Caleb S. Bragg George F. Lawrence, Jr.
Robert P. Breese .. . Lt. Comdr. David H. McCulloch, U.S.N.R.
Reed M. Chambers . Earl D. Osborn
Maurice G. Cleary Comdr. Williem A. Read, U.S.MN.R.
Reginald G. Coombe Edward V. Rickenbacker
Lt. Comdr. Harry P.Davison, U.S.N.R. William A, Rockefeller
David S. Ingalls Wing Comdr. Homer Smith, R.C.A.F.
Casey Jones Juan T. Trippe
Clayton Knight Lt. Comdr.Samuel S. Walker, U.S.N.R.

These gentlemen adopted a resolution expressing their profound sorrow and
regret at the loss of so valued a friend and associate, a copy of which is
transmitted herewith.

Sinecerely yours,

Pregident

CSB:ka
Enclosure

50 VANDERBILT AVENUE, NEW YORK -+ Telephone MURRAY HILL 9-8180



IN REPLY REFER TO

U. S. NAVAL AIR STATION

P CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
May 30, 1942
Dear Eileen:

The sad news about Jim has reached me and naturally our hearts go out
to you in this sad hour. Jim's smiling countenance and happy disposition
will always remain as an inspiration to all who knew him and particularly
to those of us who were proud to elaim his friendship.

When Curt Read died at Dunkirk in 1918, someone forwarded the
following poem to his mother. She sent it to me, telling me at the same
time how much comfort she had derived from it. I hope you may likewise
be benefited from the lines:

"The watehers saw it fall ——-
A perfect body with its borrowed wings;
But as they had no visioned eyes at all,
They could not see there, circling in glad rings
That other body gloriously climb,

Unhampered and elate,
Heedless of wind and cloud -- of space and time,
To make a landing at the Leader's Gate.

"I think he did not know aught dropped to
earth,

Save that he lighter flew —---

Save for his birth to undreamed height,

But to his ears :

There rose a cry, a sound of bitter tears,

That overflowed the brim;

This was the only pain he took with him;

And this he bore, for that he learned e'er long,

How all their weeping would be turned to song." -

Kate joins me in heartfelt sympathy for you, your children and
Jim's Father and Mother.

Sincerely,

.

ERL C. B. GOULD,
Commander, USNR.

Mrs. J.B., Taylor Jr., CO&,‘%@Y (o

770 Park Avenue,
New York, N.Y.
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STANDARD TIME INDICATED j THIS IS A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABLE-
ED AT RAM RADIOGRAM UN HERWI!
RECEIV 1 OS ta Z ; eze g vap }’ fumc,\::o BY :MB:L muf:::nzmai
F OR IN THE ADDRESS OF THE MESSAGE.
5 Mackay Radio ) Qll America Cables f::?i.:i?i:ﬁ:sczf«m: ETL::;Z
TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS Comumercial Cables gt Canadian Pacific Teleqraphs ::GF::_::::YE:CU:::::ZND e
TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH
Form 18 :
X705 B 32 NL GOVT NL 2 EATRA
PPT WEJYORK NY MAY 26 1942
MRS JAMES B TAYLOR JR
770PARK AVE NYC t
WE ARE ALL SHOGKED AND GRIEF STRICKEN AT THE LOSS OF ONE GF THE EINeST
OFF |CERS AND FRIENDS | HAVE EVER KNOWN MY HEARTRELT SYMPATHY IN WoUR
OWN GREAT LOSS
7 JAMES FORBESTAL UNDER SECRETARY NAVY WASHINGTON BG.

STANDARD TIME INDICATED |
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THIS 1S A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABLE-
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OR IN THE ADDRESS OF THE MESSAGE.

2l £
w "x. SYMBOLS DESIGNATING SERVICE SELECTED
= - ATy
:} Mackay Radio X ; (1l Umerica Cables i s e
e ‘ (‘om,n 3 ‘iul (:‘ahl = Ca ‘-d = SR T In h ON HAND AT EACH OFFICE AND ON FILE WITH
TEL R TELEGRAMS erc bles naaian lacific letegraphs REGULATORY AUTHORITIES,

TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH
Form 18

VAST7N 14=AS NEWYORK NY 26 339P
MRS JOHN B TAYLOR JR: PO Y 2688 4. 51 Py

=770 PARK AVE NEWYORKCTY= <x;;
= ~—)

SHOCKED AND DEEPLY GRIEVED AT THE SAD NEWS SINCERE SYMPATHY
OF ALL THE FAMILY= e e
ALFRED E SMITH. (40)
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Uxion CruB
PARK AVENUE AND SIXTY-NINTH STREET
NEW York

June 17th, 1942.

Dear Mrs. Taylor:

It gives me great pleasure to inform
you that, at its meeting held on June 10th, the Governing
Committee of the Union Club unanimously adopted the follow-
ing resolution:

"WHEREAS, the Governing Committee of the Union
Club has learned with deep regret of the death of
Lieutenant Commander James B. Taylor, Jr., in the
line of duty, and

WHEREAS, JLieutenant Commander Taylor was the
first member of the Union Club, since the outbreak
of the War, to give up his life for the principles
of Liberty and Freedom on which this Nation wes
founded, therefore be it

REOLVED, that the Governing Committee wishes to
express its profound sorrow at the loss of so loyal
and brilliant member of the armed forces, whose en-
tire career was largely devoted to the furtherance
of aviation in the United States, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary be instruct-
ed to spread this resolution upon the minutes of the
meeting and that he be further instructed to send a
copy of same to Lieutenant Commander Taylor's family."

Very sincerely,
=== = \I\/‘w
/f e
Reginald T. Townsend,
Secretary.

Mrs. Jemes B. Taylor, Jr.,
770, Park Awvenue,
New York, N.Y.






% A
b
- CABLE ADDRESS “"SUTHINDESP” ' TELEPHONE ASHLAND 4-1551

@)Jp Rooms 410 & 411 Tel. No. MU 3-1550

WEINACHT TRAVEL BUREAU
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120 EAST 41st STREET

(CORNER OF LEXINGTON AVENUE)

NEw YORK

/7
///ﬂ 7 /%A,;my 27th. 1942..
’ s ? . s

e

Even while he was flying for pleasure,Il dreaded
that something like this might happen to him ..

That last time that we met at dinner at Elise's
T had a long talk with him about the many planes
that were crashing .. he gave me a convincing
answer .. but I continued to dread.

I admired hlm Bt .. ‘'shall miss him .. when
Dorothea told me about 1t last evening,It gave
me a shock..

I marvel at your courcge .. one heartbreak after
another .. and now this terrible climax .. it is
too awful.. and all I have to offer .. just words.
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June 8, 1942

Mrs. Jemes B. Taylor, Jr.
770 Park Avenue
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mrs. Taylor,

Unquestionably you are still receiving
tons of mail from all over the world in regard to the
loss which we all feel for Jimmy.

As perhaps you recall, not only was he
the"'Prgsident of Aviation Country Clubs for a number of
years, but he also was one of the first to assist
Jack Reaves, Darwin Adams and myself in founding Aviation
Country Clubs as a national movement. In many other
ways he encouraged and helped me individually in our
joint interests to further aviation, as he did with all
his friends and those interested in the sound advance-
ment of this great industry which now mourns his loss.

I have also felt eclose to you and your
family through our mutual Quaker background, and send
you my heartfelt and affectionate sympathy.

Ruth R. Nichols

RN MO
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,

WASHINGTON.

June 2, 1942

My dear Mrs. Teylor:

It was“with deep regret that I learned of
the death of your husband, Lieutenant Commander
James B. Taylor, Jr., United States Naval Reserve,
which occurred on May 25, 1942, as the result of
an airplane crash.

Your husband made the supreme sacrifice
in giving hig life for the Navel Service of his
country-end I desire to exoress to you my sincere
symoathy in your great sorrow. I trust thet you
may find comfort in the thought that he died at
hig station of duty.

The Navy shares in your sense of be-
reavement and will mise the services of a valued
officer.

Sincerely yours,

oot

ecretary of the Navy.

Mrs. Lileen 8. Taylor,
770 Park Avenue,
New York, New York.



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
WASHINGTON

May 30, 19u2

Dear Mrs. Taylor:

I was shocked and deeply grieved to learn
of Jimmy's deazg, for he was one of the finest pilots
‘and one of the finest men I have ever known.

He represented everything that has made
aviation what it is today = I know, because I have
worked with him and ridden behind him. He wes an
authority on aviation and a2 great citizen, and his
death is a loss to the country as well as to his
family.

All my sympathy goes out to you and to the
children, and if there is anything at all that I
cen do, pleese know that it will maeke me very happy
to do it.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James B. Taylor
770 Park Avenue
New York, New York



AVIATION COMMANDERY

NAVAL ORDER OF THE UNITED STATES
: v\{i
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May 28, 1942

Mrs, James B. Taylor, Jr.
770 Park Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mrs, Taylor:

In behalf of the Aviation Commandery
of the Naval Order Of The United States, I want to
express our deep sympathy with you at this time.

Lt. Commander Taylor was one of the
most loyal and best liked Companions of the Comman-
dery, and his passing is & great loss to us all.

Beckwith Havens ( 45?29’

Commander



The Sportl:sman Pilot

515 MADISON AVENUE

TELEPHONE PLAZA 3-6969

NEW YORK, N.Y.

August L, 1942,

Mrs. James B. Taylor Jr.,
Oyster Bay,
Long Island, N.Y.

Dear Mrs. Taylor:

George Mclaughlin, editor of Aero Digest, handed me the
accompanying prints yesterday and wondered if by any
chance you would be interested in having them. I told
him I thought you would like to see them at least and
would be glad to send them along. If you wish to retain
them, he would be very pleased to have you.

The larger picture was taken at Cleveland Air Races. The
other chap shown is Charles Taylor who is one of the out-
standing early birds and worked witih Wright Bros. when

they were building the first airplane. Personally, I think
the picture of Jim is one of the very best I have ever seen
and I plan to get a copy of it for myself.

The other picture shows Jim doing one of his typical favors.
George McLaughlin was talking with him at the Port Washington
seaplane base when a high school girl asked Jim for his auto-
graph. Always accommodating, he knelt down on the ramp and
signed her book, using his log book for a desk.

=

Very truly yours,

< fufie G o

Charles H. Gale
CHG:G . Editor
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CLUB ICELAND, LTD * EIGHTH AVENUE AND FIFTIETH STREET * NEW YORK * TELEPHONE COLUMBUS 5-0681

May 28, 1942

Mrs. James B. Taylor Jr.,
770 Park Avenue, '
New York City

Dear Mrs. Taylor:

"Jimmie"Taylor, as he was known by our rink
attaches over a period of many years, was very fond of
skating. Reéently he was too busy to skate. He last
was here about two months ago, when the writer spoke
with him about his activities and wished him continued
success. His genial personality was greatly admired,
and so many have expressed their sorrow at his passing
that I feel I should take occasion to convey this deep
sympathy .to his family. We have felt his passing

very keenly.

Sincerely yours,

iy

lanager
Iceland Skatlng Rink

o »

THE GLASS-ENCLOSED méonl%e/éoo/ ADJOINING MADISON SQUARE GARDEN



UNITED STATES NAVY YARD
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

NAVAL AIRCRAFT FACTORY

1 June 1942

Dear Mrs., Taylor,

Your letter of gratitude is deeply appreciated. Under
the circumstances, my efforts were nothing more than should have been
expected of me. Jim and I were becoming rather close to eachother, had
I done, therefore, any less than I did, my conscience would need to be
accused of an inexcusable dereliction of duty.

I share a heartfelt sympathy in your deplorable loss and
mention it most sincerely, for it is a loss all must feel who came to
know and regard Jim with respect and affection.

In the void now existing for you, I am certain you will
find solace in those splendid, upstanding boys of yours, who will de-
servedly reward you with a joyous reflection of the honored character
of their admirable father.

Your behavior while it belied your great grief, was
nevertheless magnificent. I for one am indebted to you for a most precious
lesson in courage and fortitude.

Thanks for your gracious invitation to visit your home. I
shall take advantage of your kindness at the earliest opportunity and at
your convenience.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

> J. Picedrilli,
ieut .Comdr. ,USNR

Mrs. J. B. Taylor, Jr.
770 Park Avenue
New York City



GENFRAL BRONZE CORPORATION
LonG-IstaND-CITY, N.Y.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

July 7, 1942,

Dear iirs. Taylor:

Mr. Jacob thought you might like to have
the enclosed letter which he received from Mr. Forrestal
in reply to a letter that he wrote on July 3rd.

I am also attaching copy of a letter that
Mr. Jacob wrote some time ago to Mr. Leonard Hall.

Very truly yours,
HuLes. )

Secretary to D,

Walter P. Jacob 2

Mrs, James B, Taylor, Jr.
Oyster Bay, Long Island



34-19 TENTH STREET
LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y.

ASTORIA 8-5500

June 24, 1942

Dear Mrs. Taylor:
Mr. Jacob did not have time, after talking
to you on fthe telephone today, to write a letter as he
is rushing off to Washington tonight, so he asked me to
send you the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Stearns.
Very truly yours,
LoV R
Secretary to
Walter P. Jacob

Mrs. James B. Taylor, Jr.
QOyster Bay, N. Y.



Dear Mr., Taylor:-

Word comes to me through 3.,B, that you
are about to attempt a compliation of your Fathers activities.
You will find this a'tough Job; but because Jimmy wes a very
good friend I will be very glad to help you. I wrote & book
several years ago which could not be used on account of the war,
so I am acquainted with the details and I m&y have some pictures
that would bexgx helpful to you.

Jimmy was the most enthusastic Flyer that I ever
knew. The first time 1 saw him was at Norfolk just after the other
wer, we were getting ready for the first Atlantic crossing with
the N,C. Boaté. There was & small Loening in the Hangar with floats
that waes smaller than the tail.of the N.@s., Jimmy wanted to fly it .
and somehow got the Skippefs permission and out she went. I have
said that was the very first t ime I ever saw Jinmuy, and the reason
I remembered him was because I was getting ready to &ssume Commend
of the Sguadron which hed the small Loening, when this trial flight
was started. well, nothing heppened, it would pot get off the water
and that was all there was to it. Jimmy came/;ﬁd wished he could
try agein sometime. He was on duﬁy in the Bureau at Washington D.C.
where he returned after that and I did not see him again until
several years lester when I had resigned and come here to New York
a8 the Chief Test Pilot for the Wright Aeronautical CQorp., at
Paterson N,J, Mr. Ches Lawrance wes the President and Jimmy was

& Friend of Mr Lgwrance, who wes my Boss. We had maeny occasions

together and I learned to know Jimny very well.



There is one out-standing event that I always liked about Jim,
end here it is:

I went through a very vary serious cresh that cost trne Company
about & hundred thousan& dollars and nearly cost me my neck. I never
told anyone why I crashed; there was a lot of loose talk issued by
the ever increasing crowd of self-styled Test-Pilots which d4id me no
good, because it reised a question of doubt in the minds of every one.
I had & beg of sand in the controls, but I never told snyone for
ten years, not even Mr, Lawrance. But Jimm ceme along with & nice new
Fairchild one day during the time I was trying to recuperate---- over
two yeargs----- and in spite of the gossip that I would surely bring
ruination upon him, he took me for the first ride I had hed since my
own misfortune. He never refered to it but kept on the light side of
things so as not to distress me in the least. He insisted that I fly
"just to see how you like it"™, which I dié with some satisfaction.
The ship was & very primary kind of a thing and was limited on
performacve but it got off and up & little, and even carried one of
Jimmy boys, perhaps it was you I do not know; Imet two of you on
that day but the only one I can now recell wes"John", but I am not
too sure about the name. We returned to Roosevelt Field after a good
long ride down the Island, and 1 felt much relieved, and I have never
forgotten the fine friendly spirit that wes So very scarce at thet
time and today for that matter.

There may be & lot of things you may wish to submit for
accuracy and correctness. I will be very glad to help you, and I
may know a lot of things, or know the places to get them.

I wish you the best of succesc and will want a cop%/d%

the book,
—

g

Qe AN
FREDERICK H, BECKER ~
PORT WASHINGTON N.W.

Very truly,
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JuLy 18, 1944

MRr. DonNALD TAYLOR -

Payne WiHiTNEY CLINIC
New York HosPITAL
525 EAST 68TH STREET
New YoRk, New YORK
Dear DonaLD:

HERE 1S THE PAPER BY YOUR
FATHER. |IT wIL MAKE A GOOD CHAPTER
FOR THE BOOK. WE ARE SUBMITTING IT
WITH THE OTHER DATA.

| AM GREATLY PLEASED WITH THE
PROSPECTIVE HONOR AND HOPE THAT WE CAN
SUBMIT DATA WHICH WILL BE CONVINCING.

WiTH BEST WISHES,

SINCERELY YCURS,

g, b.ptw..w
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